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TRANSFORM an awk-
ward or unfi nished space 
in your home into a 
customized wine cellar 
where you can preserve 
your collection of favou-
rite vintages.

“It’s easy to make a junk 
room or storage room into a 
beautiful rustic-looking wine 
cellar,” says Graham Schulz, 
owner of Sleeping Grape.

A carpenter in the home 
building industry for 18 years, 
Schulz started building custom 
wine cellars more than two 
years ago when he noticed a 
niche in the marketplace.

Today, wine cellars are a 
common feature in homes. 

“Wine has become some-
thing it’s never been in the 
past. People are growing in 
their love of wine and diversity 
of wine,” says Schulz.

Wine lovers like to have a 
place to properly store their 
wine, sip on a vintage with a 
few friends and even smoke a 
cigar, he says.

Each wine cellar he creates 
is unique and is built with the 
wine lover in mind. All wine 
cellars are custom built and are 
designed to suit the customer’s 
needs. 

“The key word is custom. 
It’s built per order,” Schulz 
says.

Schulz has built wine cellars 
for condos and large homes, 
including a multimillion-

dollar home in Whistler, which 
featured 300-year-old rod 
iron from a mosque in Egypt.  
He currently is building a 
wine library at the Burrowing 
Owl Estate Winery in the 
Okanagan.

“While wine cellars are built 
to suit the customer’s needs, 
they are also built to create 
the best environment to store 
vintages,” he says. “I believe 
it’s important to honour the 
wine maker and a valued wine 
collection should be stored 
accordingly.”

Correct temperature, hu-
midity, insulation, lighting and 
a lack of vibration are impor-
tant for the quintessential wine 
cellar of valued vintages, says 
Schulz.

Usually a homeowner 
comes to Schulz with a room 
already in mind for their cellar. 
Some clients wish to have an 
expensive showcase of their 
bottles and a place to enjoy a 
glass while others want it to be 
a simple vault.

Schulz and his team of 
three combine elements such 
as diamond bins, modular and 
box storage along with accents 
to create an elegant wine 
cellar.

Reaction to the fi nal result 
is often elation, he says. “When 
the job is done the homeowner 
is almost giddy.”

Schulz says the cost to build 
a wine cellar varies as every 
job is different, but look at 
spending anywhere between 
$500 to $50,000.

Building a wine cellar is 

more challenging than building 
or renovating a home, Schulz 
says.

“We can hide nothing. 
We don’t paint so everything 
is exposed. Customers are 
demanding, as oftentimes the 
cellars are expensive. Clients 
expect perfection and they get 

it.”
Currently, the company has 

a fi ve-month waiting list to have 
a wine cellar built. The reason 
being that the wine cellars are 
not mass-produced.

“If you speed things up you 
lose the quality,” he says. “It’s 
like a Lamborghini, which takes 

three weeks to build and you 
have to wait a year for it. Ford 
takes one day to build. It’s fast 
production versus hand-crafted 
slow production.”

Wine cellars, including 
custom millwork, wine racking, 
moldings, library ladders and 
cellar entry doors, are built 

at Sleeping Grape’s facilities 
and the fi nishing touches are 
completed inside the home. 
For more information visit
www.sleepinggrape.com.
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GRAHAM Schulz’s company, Sleeping Grape, custom builds wine cellars for those who want to house their
favourite vintage in style.

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 - North Shore News - 33



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


